
BOARD NOTES: 
 
August 16, 2016, Regular Board Meeting: 
 
Consent Agenda: The Board approved the Consent Agenda, which included minutes from the July 
19th Regular Board Meeting and the monthly bills and salaries. 
 
Communications: Superintendent Dr. Ed Stange detailed a letter sent to State Superintendent Dr. 
Tony Smith on behalf of the New Trier Township Superintendents, requesting Illinois discontinue its 
use of the PARCC tests. Dr. Stange added that he is looking forward to his upcoming meeting with Dr. 
Smith, also to be attended by all the area superintendents, at which he will explain why PARCC is an 
inefficient and inferior test in comparison to MAP. 
 
Capital Improvement Update: Dr. Stange reported that the project is on schedule and proceeding 
nicely, with concrete and steel installation being the next steps. Plans for the layout of solar panels on 
the new school roof are moving forward, and include the confirmation that any overproduction of 
electricity could be utilized as a credit towards energy use at Middlefork School. Dr. Stange also 
mentioned that another neighbor meeting would take place soon as part of a regular meeting schedule, 
in order to ensure that direct neighbors’ concerns and needs are being met. 
 
Board Open Discussion: Dr. Stange thanked the staff, new and returning, for working so hard in 
preparation for the new year, and expressed great optimism in anticipation of the first day of school. 
Board President Mrs. Debbie Papas acknowledged the staff for their role in yet another round of great 
MAP test scores. 
 
Finance and Facilities: The next meeting will be October 18, 2016, at 6pm. 
 
Education Committee: The next meeting will be September 13, 2016, at 6pm. 
 
IASB: Board member Mrs. Anne Peterson reported that The Local Government Travel Expense 
Control Act had just been signed, which requires school boards to approve by vote travel expenses by 
staff and board members. She also reported that The School Security and Standards Task Force has 
issued their first report, which recommends various ways schools can improve their safety and security 
measures. Additionally, Mrs. Peterson mentioned that the IL School Funding Reform Commission 
held their first meeting to discuss a new school funding formula. 
 
PTO: No report. 
 
NSSED: No report. 
 
Northfield Park District: No report. 
 
Village of Northfield: Board member Mr. Scott Subeck reported that the renovations at the 
Community Center are complete and everything is up and running again. He also mentioned that 
Medline, the company that is going to occupy the Kraft property, would be opening soon. Mrs. 
Peterson added that a 7-acre section of land on the south side of Willow Road between Bracken and 
Wagner is under plans by a developer to increase from 7 existing houses to a 27-house development.  



Foundation Fund: Mrs. Peterson reported that donations towards the new Sunset Ridge School have 
increased to just under $375,000. 
 
Administrative Report: Dr. Stange reported that Kindergarten enrollment is at 42 children, and will 
be two sections. He was pleased to announce that the district is now 100% staffed, and he thanked the 
administration and interview committees for all of their hard work in order to find the best hires for our 
district, adding that he is excited to start the year with such an amazing group. Dr. Stange and Chief 
School Business Official Mr. Tom Beerheide informed the Board of the protocol in place in order to 
reduce negative lunch account balances. After a discussion of the ongoing small deficit in Organic 
Life’s lunch service budget, the Board voted to approve the Middlefork lunch price increase to $3.75 
for a plate lunch and either a milk, juice, or water. The Board also engaged in a discussion of 
Middlefork’s guidelines for bringing food items to school for snacks or parties. With the percentage of 
children in the district with severe food allergies being higher than the national average, the Board was 
supportive of the district’s efforts to keep our youngest and most vulnerable students as safe as 
possible. Finally, the Board approved the contract with Madison National Life to provide for our long-
term disability insurance needs, the contract with Hacienda Landscaping to relocate the playground to 
the new school next summer, and the Resolution to amend the Flex Benefit Plan document.   
 
Recommendations: The Board approved the Closed Session Minutes of July 19, 2016, and the 
destruction of Closed Session verbatim tapes from September 2014-February 2015. The Board also 
approved the employment of Teaching Assistants Oscar Garcia (Technology) and Gabriela Gordon 
(Student Services), and Debbie Lofdahl as District Secretary. Finally, an Employment Contract 
Modification was approved as well.  
 
Official meeting minutes will be posted on the website following their approval at the September 13, 
2016 Board meeting. 
	  


